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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE GABORONE 1369 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

MASERU FOR PEACE CORPS 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CGEN, PINS, PFOR, BC, RH 

SUBJECT: HOLDUP OF U.S. PEACE CORPS TOURISTS 

REF: A. GABORONE 1340; B. GABORONE 1349; C. GABORONE 1355 

1 . THREE PEACE CORPS TEACHERS WHO WERE ROBBED ON BOTZAM ROAD 
JUNE 13 (REFS A AND B) CALLED AT EMBASSY GABORONE MORNING 
JUNE 20 ON RETURN TO LESOTHO AND WERE INTERVIEWED BY EMBOFF. 
ALTHOUGH THEY COULD NOT IDENTIFY ORGANIZATION TO WHICH HOLDUP 
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MEN BELONGED AND SEEMED SURPRISED ON LEARNING THAT GOB HAD 
LABELED THEM AS MEMBERS OF RHODESIAN SECURITY FORCE IN A. 

2. WHEN PUTTING ELEMENTS OF THEIR STORY TOGETHER, IT 
IS INDEED DIFFICULT TO MAKE POSITIVE IDENTIFICATION OF 
CULPRITS. ALTHOUGH ONE OF THE SOLDIERS IDENTIFIED HIS 
UNIT AS BELONGING TO THE "BOTSWANA ARMY" AND GROUP WAS 
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ARMED WITH SUBMACHINE GUNS SIMILAR TO THOSE WHICH AMERI- 
CANS SAW CARRIED BY BOTSWANA POLICE IN KASANE (CURVED 
MAGAZINE FITTING INTO UNDERSIDE OF WEAPON), THE SOLDIERS 
DID NOT SPEAK SETSWANA BUT, IN ADDITION TO ENGLISH. SOME 
LANGUAGE OF POSSIBLY RHODESIAN ORIGIN. TOO, THEIR ARMY 
FATIGUE UNIFORMS SEEMED INCOMPLETE AND NOT STANDARDIZED. 

LEADER, FOR EXAMPLE, WORE A BRIGHT BLUE SHIRT. TYPE OF 
UNUSUAL FATIGUE SHIRT WORN BY OTHER MEMBER OF THE GROUP 
WAS SEEN LATER BY AMERICANS ON BACK OF ALLEGED RHODESIAN 
FREEDOM FIGHTER WHO HAD TURNED HIMSELF INTO THE BOTSWANA 
POLICE. THE SOLDIERS WERE WELL DISCIPLINED AND GAVE 
ASSURANCES THEY WOULD HARM NO ONE. TOO, THEY SEEMED 
LIKE YOUNG VILLAGE BOYS, FASCINATED WITH THE NOVELTY OF 
THE LOOT THEY TOOK. AMERICANS SAID KASANE OFFICIALS 
DEEPLY CONCERNED WITH HARMFUL EFFECTS WHICH INCIDENT WOULD 
HAVE ON TOURISM AND AT FIRST ASKED THEM TO KEEP QUIET 
ABOUT IT. 

3. COMMENT: EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT ANY CONNECTION BE- 
TWEEN ROBBERS AND BOTSWANA DEFENSE FORCE (BDF) VERY UN- 
LIKELY GIVEN SATISFACTORY STATE OF BDF DISCIPLINE. CUL- 
PRITS WERE LIKELY EITHER MEMBERS OF THE RHODESIAN SECUR- 
ITY FORCES, AS THE PRESS STATEMENT CLAIMED (REF A), OR 
A BAND OF RHODESIAN NATIONALIST FREEDOM FIGHTERS. CONCERN 
AMONG GOB OFFICIALS OVER ADVERSE IMPACT ON TOURISM PROB- 
ABLY CONTRIBUTED TO THREE-DAY DELAY IN INFORMING EMBASSY 
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OF INCIDENT AND IN RELEASING PRESS STATEMENT. TAKEN 
TOGETHER WITH SIMILAR INCIDENTS IN PAST (TO INCLUDE RECENT 
FRANCISTOWN NIGHT CLUB EXPLOSION) AND WITH PROBABLE ATTEMP- 
TED HOLDUP BY REPUTEDLY WHITE RHODESIAN SECURITY FORCES ON FOLLOWING 
DAY (SEE REF C), THIS INCIDENT INVOLVING AMERICANS ILLUS- 
TRATES FACT THAT NORTHERN BOTSWANA IN DANGER OF BECOMING 
PLAYGROUND FOR ROAMING ARMED BANDS OF ALL PERSUASIONS. 

IMPORTANCE AND INEVITABILITY OF FOUNDING OF BDF IN 
MARCH SHOULD BE SEEN IN THIS CONTEXT. EMBASSY POUCHING 
FOR AF/S COPIES OF STATEMENTS MADE TO POLICE BY THE AMER- 
ICANS. 

ALBERTI 
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